CONDITIONS

VEHICLE LICENCES

A
Conditions to be satisfied before a Licence is issued

1
The Council shall be satisfied as to the type, size and design of the vehicle which must also be in a sound mechanical condition, to the reasonable satisfaction of the Head of Environmental Health Services, safe and comfortable.

2
With effect from 1 October 1987, the age of the vehicles presented for initial licensing is limited to not more than three years prior to the date of application, and, with effect from 1 April 1988, to not more than eight years if the vehicle is being presented for subsequent licensing (both situations to be subject to the discretion of the City Council).

3
An MOT Certificate, appertaining to the vehicle to be licensed, which is not more than 3 months old on the date from when the vehicle Licence commences, may be accepted as evidence of mechanical suitability instead of a mechanical test carried out by the Exeter City Council.

4
Insurance cover in accordance with Part VI of the Road Traffic Act 1972 must be effected in respect of the vehicle and evidence thereof produced to the Council.

5
The number of persons denoted on the vehicle plate will correspond with the manufacturer’s seating capacity minus one.

6
The application form will include the following details:

(a)  Name and address of applicant;

(b)  Description of vehicle:

(i)  registration number;

(ii)  make of vehicle;

(iii)  age;

(iv)  number of seats; and

(v)  insurance details

7 Omissions or incorrect statements will render the Licence liable to suspension or revocation and the applicant liable to prosecution.

Additional Condition for Private Hire Vehicle

8
The vehicle shall not be purpose-built hackney carriage or a ‘people carrier’, which is black in colour.

B
Licence Conditions

1
The proprietor of a vehicle shall:

(a)  provide sufficient means by which a person in the carriage may communicate with the driver;

(b)  cause the roof or covering to be kept watertight;

(c)  cause the seats to be properly cushions or covering;

(d)  cause the floor to be provided with a proper carpet, mat or other suitable covering;

(e)  cause the fittings and furniture generally to be kept in a clean condition, well maintained and every way fit for public service;

(f)  provide means of securing luggage if the vehicle is so constructed as to carry luggage;

(g)  there shall be provided and maintained in the vehicle at all times when it is in use or available for hire, a suitable and efficient fire extinguisher and a suitable first-aid kit containing appropriate first-aid dressings and appliances; such equipment to be carried in such a position in the vehicle as to be readily available for immediate use in an emergency.

2
Insurance cover in accordance with Paragraph VI of the Road Traffic act 1972 must be maintained in respect of the vehicle and evidence thereof produced to an authorised officer of the Council on demand.

3
The vehicle plate supplied by the Council indicating the licence number, make and colour of vehicle, registration number and passenger seating capacity of the vehicle to be kept affixed on the outside of the vehicle, on, immediately above or below the rear bumper and to be kept clearly visible at all times except when a notice issued under Section 75 of the act is in force in respect of a private hire vehicle. This condition will not apply in the case of a purpose-built hackney carriage, provided that the vehicle plate is exhibited in the designated position.

4
Advertising is allowed on the outside front doors of vehicles. Advertisements for sex establishments, contraceptives or tobacco products are excluded. Each advertisement must be of the plastic panel self adhesive type and must not exceed 100cm x 50cm in size. Without prejudice to the Exeter City Council Act 1987 additional signs displaying the Operator’s telephone number may be displayed above or below the advertising sign and must exceed 1000 mm x 100 mm.

5
All forms of advertising within the vehicle to be approved by the council.

6
Notification of transfer of ownership to be given to the Council within fourteen days of transfer.

7

The Licence is not transferable and relates exclusively to the vehicle in respect of which it was issued.

8
A vehicle owner who has agreed or has been hired to be in attendance with the vehicle at an appointed time and place shall, unless delayed or prevented by some sufficient cause, punctually attend with such vehicle at such appointed time and place.

9
The proprietor shall cause to be clearly marked and maintained inside the vehicle in such a position as to be visible at all times to persons conveyed therein the number of his Licence and the number of passengers prescribed in this Licence.

10
All accidents causing damage, affecting safety, performance or appearance of a vehicle and comfort and convenience to passengers shall be notified to the Council within seventy-two hours by the proprietor.

11
The Licence may be revoked or suspended if the licensee fails to produce a vehicle for inspection or fails to supply within the time specified information of the address at which the vehicle is kept.

12
The licensee shall notify the council of any change of address within seven days.

13
The Licence shall be in force for one year from issue unless suspended or revoked.

14
The vehicle when hired shall only be driven by an appropriately licensed and insured driver.

15
The proprietor shall within seven days disclose to the Council in writing details of any conviction imposed on him (and if the proprietor is a company or partnership, on any of the directors, the secretary or partners) during the period of the Licence.

16
An application for the renewal of a Licence after it has expired will not be accepted. Applications after the expiry date will be treated as a new application.

Additional Conditions relating to Hackney Carriages only

17
The proprietor of a hackney carriage shall provide any necessary windows and a means of opening and closing not less than one window on each side.

18
The proprietor of a hackney carriage shall provide at least two doors for the use of persons conveyed in such carriage and a separate means of ingress and egress for the driver.

19
A taximeter shall be provided in accordance with Hackney Carriage Byelaws.

20
The vehicle to be used for plying for hire and working off the ranks on a full-time basis for a reasonable working week within the City.

21
All licensed hackney carriages shall be equipped with a roof mounted sign which shall be illuminated during hours of darkness when the vehicle is in use and the word ‘TAXI’ in characters not less than two inches in height and one inch in breadth shall be displayed on the sign so as to be legible when observed by a person standing to the front or rear of the vehicle.

Additional Conditions relating to Private Hire Vehicles only

22
Any taximeter fitted in a private hire car should have clearly legible a notice affixed to it with the wording ‘This is not a Hackney Carriage’.

23
No radio communication system fitted or carried in the vehicle shall be used by any person whether directly or indirectly for the purpose of making any contract for carriage in that or any other vehicle.

24
Disclaimer Notice



With effect from 1 April 1988, all private hire vehicles are required to carry and display a disclaimer notice, issued by the City Council, of a type and size as from time to time agreed.
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