
T
he

 A
lp

hi
n 

B
ro

ok
 W

al
k

Directions (anti-clockwise, west to east)
 Start at shop opposite Barley Lane on Dunsford Rd.  
Take Hambeer Lane from junction next to shop (P Bus)

 Turn right at four-way junction of footpaths

 Turn left on footpath after metal gate

 Footpath across field and metal bridge over brook,  
then turn left

 Keep straight ahead on lane and then find gate on right

 Cross busy link road with care using central refuge.  
Turn left into Ide Lane

 Turn right at school to continue along Ide Lane

 Cross Chudleigh Road and Dawlish Road at the war  
memorial finding Clapperbrook Lane opposite

 Turn left and cross Hennock Road bridge then cross the  
road or use the surfaced cyclepath loop under the bridge  
to continue along bank of stream

 Turn next left and follow cycle path to Grace Road South.  
Then turn right and over railway bridge

 Cross canal on swingbridge 

miles of 
surprises

The EXETER GREEN CIRCLE is a  
twelve-mile walk that provides a  
great walking experience within the 
boundaries of Exeter – from green 
countryside valley parks to the 
pavements of quiet leafy suburbs. 

This part of the GREEN CIRCLE follows 
the valley of the Alphin Brook. The upper 
section of the brook flows through rich 
agricultural land separated from the city 
by a ridge of hills. As it reaches the Exe 
valley the brook is tamed in a modern 
channel to prevent it flooding the old 
village of Alphington and its modern 
neighbour the industrial estate of Marsh 
Barton. Discover views and locations that 
are all part of Exeter but which often 
seem miles from a city. 
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The Green 
Circle Route

Joins 
Redhills 

Walk

Joins  
Ludwell 
Valley 
Walk

Half a mile (15 minutes at 2mph)
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Church Rd

Chudleigh Rd

Dawlish Rd

Clapperbrook
 Lane

Hennock Rd Central

Riverside 
Valley Park

To Quay

Marsh 
Barton 
Trading 
Estate

Alphington 
Village

On footpath, pavement or quiet road 
(generally smooth surfaces; occasional kerbs)

On public footpath or bridleway or 
permitted footpath (surface may be rough 
or muddy: occasional gates and steps)

Connecting footpaths

Connecting bus routes to and from City 
Centre (times and routes subject to change)

Railway line

Exeter Green Circle Walking Route

Grace Rd

Public Toilets

Viewpoint

Clapperbrook 
Lane East

Grace Rd    South
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Little John’s Cross 
Granite boundary stone 
from the 15th century 

placed by the Littlejohn 
family to mark their 

estate

Numbers refer to notes overleaf

  I

d e  L a n e

Clapperbrook Lane

The Alph in
 B

rook

A3
0

Ro
ly 

Po
l y

 H
ill

The Alphin Brook
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Rivers ide Val ley  Park

Exeter Ship Canal
Construction began 
in 1563. It allowed 
ships from the far 
corners of the world 
to reach the heart 
of Exeter, and made 
the city prosperous.

Alphington Village 
St Michael’s red stone 
church tower dominates 
the skyline. Clapperbrook 
Lane was part of an 
ancient route to bypass 
the walled city.

Thatched cob cottages 
are scattered along the 
walk. Charles Dickens’ 
parents once lived 
nearby
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Dunsford Road  
The main road to 

Cornwall before 1970

Hambeer Lane 
Ancient ridge-top green lane  
with fine views over the city,  
and south to the Haldon Hills  

on the skyline

Roly Poly Hill  
The fruit farm below benefits from this south facing slope.  
A fox might be glimpsed basking in the sun.... or a kestrel 

hovering above

The Twisted Oak
A 250 year-old tree reached by a 
connecting footpath. Imagine life 
in Exeter in the mid 18th century 
when this tree was a sapling

Alphin Brook  
Home to otters, kingfishers and dippers.  

Look for tell-tale footprints and otter spraints

H a m b e e r  L a n e

   The Alphin Brook Walk

•	 Three	miles	between	the	top	of	Dunsford	
Road hill and the Exeter Ship Canal

•	 Along	rural	footpaths	through	the	rolling	
farmland fringe of southwest Exeter

•	 Through	quiet	lanes	in	the	historic	village	
of Alphington




